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Research done by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) has shown that extreme precipitation events will
increase in intensity in many regions. This prediction suggests that
New York City will become more vulnerable to flooding. Tropical
cyclones have a lowpressure wind system that has winds of hurricane
force. To better understand how the storms may change in the future,
we need to study the past and current climate. The objective of this
project is to analyze extreme precipitation in NYC and associate it with
tropical cyclones (hurricanes) that have occurred in the past 33 years.
Studying these hurricanes that impact NYC will provide the public with
information to be prepared and stay safe.
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METHODS
Daily precipitation, tropical cyclone tracks, and gridded precipitation
data for 19792012 were acquired from the Global Historical
Climatology Network (https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov) , National Hurricane
Center
Atlantic
Hurricane
database
(HURDAT)
http
://www.nhc.noaa.gov/data/ and ECMWFERAInterim Reanalysis (Dee
et al. 2009), respectively. We calculated the precipitation values for
the 99th percentile and then selected the dates when these values
occurred during the hurricane season (June 1 – Nov. 30). We
investigated the tropical cyclone events by associating them with the
dates of tracks in HURDAT: using the cyclone tracks, those which
occurred within 300400 miles of NYC were considered to have a
direct effect on the NYC region. An internet search was conducted on
these cyclones and key words about the type of cyclone information
from each website were documented. Finally, map plots were
generated showing the accumulated precipitation before and after
each storm for the 6 strongest precipitation events in NYC.
Dee D. P., and coauthors., 2011: The ERAInterim reanalysis: configuration and
performance of the data assimilation systems. Q. J. R. Meteorol. Soc., 137, 553597
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TABLE 2. Web Analysis. This was created when beginning this
research. It indicates the types of hurricanes that occurred and
websites that represented information about the hurricanes. To
have an idea of what each website represented we wrote
keywords to help identify what each website is indicating. These
were the last events that directly affected the NYC area out of
75 extreme event dates.
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RESULTS

RESULTS (continued)

Figures 27. ECMWF ERAinterim reanalysis
(global climate model with ground and satellite observations assimilated)
These diagrams indicate the 48 hr. accumulated precipitation for each
hurricane in NYC. The red line indicates the full track of the hurricane,
The green line indicates 48 hrs. around the time it was closest to NYC.
The color bar represents the amount of precipitation in inches.

CONCLUSION:

Figure 1:Time series of the station average precipitation
This graph represents the extreme precipitation of the
hurricane seasons (pink dot) and the extreme for web
analysis (red dot). I graphed this by using the data from
the 99th percentile of the hurricane seasons and
calculated the station average of daily data.

Over the past 33 years, there have been 75 total extreme events
that occurred in the NYC area. 35 of these occurred during the
hurricane season and 12 directly passed over the NYC area. From the
12 events, there were 3 tropical cyclone events that occurred before
1995 and 9 that occurred after 1995.The National Hurricane Center
Atlantic Hurricane database was the most useful site in the web
analysis because it contained all the information related to the
keywords. The other websites had limited information. The motivation
was to study tropical cyclones because extreme precipitation causes
flooding, According to the hurricane tracks, hurricanes don’t
necessarily need to have the same paths. Precipitation follows closely
the tracks of hurricanes. These particular storms usually produce
heavier rain in the south of New York City. Initially, there was a total of
75 extreme dates that needed to be categorized between hurricanes
and tropical storms. However, after classifying the data, only 35 dates
remained because the other dates were not in the hurricane season.

